North Crescent Primary School

Guiding Explorers of the Future

A message from Mrs Quick - Squid Games: What Parents Need to Know

It is about a world where contestants, who are deeply in debt, compete to win
innocent-looking children’s playground games in order to win cash prizes, however
are then killed if they do not succeed at the tasks. The show features high levels of
extreme violence, sexual content and threats of sexual violence, as well as a strong
theme of gambling that runs throughout the whole show.

The game may be interpreted as a programme aimed at children rather than adults
BUT comes with a UK age rating of 15+. Our primary school children should not be
exposed to this. If your child is playing this game this is a safeguarding concern.

Please help us by working together to help safeguard our children.

Tomas has a secret - a big secret. Book of the Week
He has his own tiny dragon

named flicker, a dragon which
grew on a very special tree at the
bottom of his grandad's garden.
Not only that - his friends Ted, Kai
and Kat have dragons too, all
grown on the same dragon-fruit
tree!

Having your own dragon is
magical - but Tomas is also about
to find out what living with a
dragon is REALLY like. When the
fire-breathing Ricks in and you
get singed every five seconds, it's
like having an unpredictable
volcano in your pocket.

Huge congratulations to the following children who have been chosen as
the Lead Learners.

Pathfinders 1 Taliah Pathfinders 2 Teigan
Adventurers 3 Harmony-Rose  Adventurers 4 Aria-Jane
Navigators 5 Cayden Navigators 6 Harry

Each week we celebrate the class that have shown respect for their
classroom. The children really love our gold, diamante dustpan and brush
award! Why don’t you ask them about it?

A massive well done to our chosen cross country
representatives who have been practising in this unpredictable
weather ready for the cross country competition on Thursday.
They have shown amazing resilience and the whole school will

be wishing them good
luck as they represent the school. Well done and, regardless
of the result, we are so proud of you all. Go team!

Instagram: @northcrescentprimary
FB: North Crescent Primary School @ y X
Twitter/X: https://x.com/NorthCrescentP



https://x.com/NorthCrescentP
https://twitter.com/NorthCrescentP
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100093189507924
https://www.instagram.com/northcrescentprimary/
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

\What{ParentsiRIEducatorsiNeed|tolknow[about

'BJUSTALKKIDS

JusTalk Kids is a child’s version of the JusTalk app — a highly popular social networking platform

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

- designed for users up to 13 years of age, allowing them to video call, message and participate
in group chats. While adults can link their own JusTalk account to their child’s and make use of

parental controls, it’s important to understand the risks associated with the app.

SUBSCRIPTION FOR fi/
PREMIUM ACCESS

While JusTalk Kids is free, there's the option to
_subscribe to a kids’ premium account or a
_premium family account. At a cost, this feature
allows children to have access to more fun
i res such as games they can play with
a call; exclusive stickers; a badge
themasa pnmlum subscriber; and
ringtones and themes.

RESISTANCE TO CONTROLS

JusTalk Kids endeavours to allow children
the sense of having a chat-based app while
“allowing parents to set controls (wlthln the app
_or from their own adult JusTalk account). The
‘basis behind this is positive; however, some

ildren are challenging their parents by

sing to use JusTalk Kids, preferring to use the

jult version without any restrictions in place.
KNOWING THE PARENT _
PASSCODE [xs_]

|

After downloading JusTalk Kids, parents can set
a passcode which users must enter to add
_contacts. The parental controls help to manage
which content can be viewed and who children
can add as a contact: this then allows children
to chat with friends in a controlled environment.
However, ve contacts don't have to
know a specific username. In theory, someone

could type in a random name and then add
them as a friend.

==

JUSTIFY THE CONTROLS

If parents allow their child to use JusTalk Kids, they should explain that they're
putting parental controls in place to make the app safer. Make sure the child knows
not to put their full name on the account and doesn’t use a photo of themselves as
their profile picture. This type of open discussion will help to ensure that a child is
aware of the app’s potential risks and knows how to reduce them.

TALK ABOUT ONLINE FRIENDSHIPS

Young children could be excited to use this app. However, highlight that they
must do so in a positive, respectful and responsible manner. While it can be easy
to get caughtup in a group chat, it's important to talk to others politely and call out
any unpleasant behaviour. Discuss the importance of limiting their contacts to
people they know in real life and use parental controls to enforce this.

Meet Our Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and
carried out research for the Australian government comparing internet
use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia.
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JusTalk and JusTalk Kids claim to be
secure and encrypted, going so far as to state
that even the developers themselves won't
access yourdm However, a security lapse in
2022 hlghll'hhdunt messages were not in fact
encrypted - leading to concerns around the
security of the app and the transparency of the
development team.

CYBERBULLYING

Online chats can provide a sense of
anonymity, leading some users to post things
which they wouldn’t normally say in person.
Combined with the option of group chats,
| there's arisk that e might join in

with this kind of behaviour, neuluthy itfurther
and potentially turning what should be a fun
experience into something deeply negative.

TOO MUCH
SCREENTIME

Ac#portwtmw Parliament Education
Committee highlighted a 52% increase in
children’s screen time between 2020 and 2022 — 7571
as well as finding that 25% of children used their ‘

screen addiction. mroduclng children to social
networking apps when they're too young can
lead to bad digital habits and a reliance on
technology from an ourly age.

Some children might not understand the potential dangers of oversharing online. Set
clear guidelines around what is and isn’t safe to share on the internet, and discuss
the concept of a digital footprint. Children need to understand that the things they
say and share online can never be completely erased. Even if they delete it
themselves, it can be saved and distributed by others.

ENCOURAGE OPEN COMMUNICATION

Apps like JusTalk can sometimes lend themselves to bullying behaviours.
Parents should monitor what their child is sending and receiving, check in
with them regularly and encourage them to share their feelings (both positive e
and negatlvs at home. Remind them that they can block a contact if someone is LAF
treating them disrespectfully.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 08.01.2025



At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

AGE-INAPPROPR!ATE o
CONTENT - NSoRep

While TikTok's Following feed only displays
videos from familiar creators, For You is a
collection based on a user’s previously watched
clips. Most of these videos will probably be
inoffensive, but the app could potentially show
something unsuitable. If children then engage
with this content, more like it will follow. TikTok’s
guidelines prohibit the sharing of illegal or

W inappropriate content, but the huge number of
uploads means that a small amount inevitably

slips through.
- -

BODY IMAGE AND
DANGEROQUS CHALLENGES

According to Ofcom, most online harms

for teens are body image related for girls
(promoting unhealthy eating, body shaming
and so on) and dangerous stunts for boys. Both
are prevalent on TikTok. One extreme example of
the latter was the ‘blackout’ trend, which
encouraged users to hold their breath until they
passed out from a lack of oxygen. This led to two
families filing lawsuits against TikTok over the
tragic deaths of their children.

IN-APP SPENDING e&@\t
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TikTok s free, but users have the option to buy a
TikTok coins, which can be used to purchase

gifts for content creators. Coin bundles range
from £9.99 to an eye-watering £99; while that
may not sound appealing, the app still
generated £7.9 billion in user spending in 2023.
TikTok's policy is that under-18s can‘t make
in-app purchases, but it's possible to bypass
this with a fake birth date.

Adults tend to associate online videos with YouTube — but among teens, TikTok is king. The app provides
a stream of short clips tailored to users’ interests, based on what they’ve already watched. Around half of
British children use TikTok, and while much of the content is benign, Ofcom considers it the app where

youngsters “were most likely to encounter a potential harm”.

CONTACT WITH
o STRANGERS =

With more than 1.5 billion users globally, the

potential for contact from stmngers on TikTok is

high - especially as its d by
— over-16s (or young people using a fake date of

birth) are set to public by default. This means
that not only is someone’s profile visible to
everyone else on the app, it also suggests their
videos to others and enables anyone to
download or comment on them.

MISINFORMATION AND
RADICALISATION L

Although the short videos on TikTok tend 4

to be more frivolous than the longer ones on

YouTube, clips can still ir impr bl

minds in a negative way. Not only is there plenty

of dangerous misinformation on TikTok, but

Ofcom reports that nearly a third of 12 to ==
15-year-olds use TikTok as a news source - so

you should bﬁ wary of misogynktlc, racist or

g how they s
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ADDICTIVE DESIGN @

With its of eye:
videos, TikTok can be addlctlve to young bralns ’

In 2024, UK children spent an average of 127
minutes per day on the app: that's twice as
much as in 2020. Excessive use can interfere
with young people’s sleep patterns - often
leading to irritability — and distract them from
other, healthier activities. The instantly
skippable nature of bite-size videos may also
impact children’s ability to maintain focus.

Advi

ce for Parents & Educators

ENABLE FAMILY PAIRING

Family Palrlng allows parmts to link their TikTok account to their child's,

and | settings Parents can then turn on Restricted Mode

(reducing the chances of a child soeing inappropriate content), set screen-time limits,
make i and her their child can send messages - and if
they can, to whom. Children can't alter these settings without parental approval.

DISCUSS THE DANGERS

If a child wants to use TikTok and you're happy for them to do so, it's good practice
to discuss the potential risks. Ensure that they don’t share any identifying personal
information, and that they know to talk to a trusted adult if they‘re worried by
interactions on the app. With more teens using TikTok for news, it's also worth talking
about misinformation and propaganda, and how to identify it.
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Meet Our Expert -~
— -
Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who — —
has written for the likes of Wired, TechRadar, Tom'’s Guide, q -_
The Evening Standard and The New Statesman. V7 \ @
V-
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BLOCK IN-APP SPENDING

If a child is using an iPhone or Android device to access TikTok, you
can alter their ntting: to prevent them from making in-app purchases.
Wwe'd this f . as it can be quite easy fora young
person to spend a ugniﬂocnt amount of real money buying TikTok coins to
unlock more features of the app ~ sometimes without even realising.
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READ THE SIGNS

If you're concerned that a child is spending too much time on TikTok, or that h /
they‘ve been emotionally affected by something they’ve seen, it's important to

know how to spot the signs. Increased irritability and a lack of concentration are p
potential red flags, as is failing to complete homework or skipping meals. Remember,
the parental controls are there for a reason, and it's never too late to introduce limits.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 15.01.2025



